Long term bone marrow culture in metastatic neuroblastoma.
We have developed a long term marrow culture assay for the study of advanced bone marrow metastatic neuroblastoma. In this in vitro system the hemopoietic growth (GM-CFU) is not affected by the presence of tumor cells. The neuroblastoma cells grow and differentiate partially when in contact with the stromal layer, arresting the culture. We present culture and histological data suggesting that the solid tumors interact specifically with the stromal layer of marrow origin.